Dear Parents,


Please find attached the independent reading requirements for 5th grade students.  These requirements seek to encourage students to read a variety of genre and to explore unfamiliar books.  It is hoped that students will develop a positive attitude toward reading this year.

Students must complete each book report by the due date.  Points will be deducted for each day it is turned in late.

BOOK REPORT
Students will select one book to complete an ORAL PRESENTATION AND WRITTEN REPORT FOR ONE TEST GRADE.  Students may only use the following genres once for each book report that is due:

* Adventure

* Biography

* Classic

* Fantasy/Science Fiction

* Folk, Fairy Tales, or Myths

* Historical Fiction

* Mystery

* Newberry Award Winner

WRITTEN BOOK REPORT
Students must follow the written book report rubric that is located in this packet.  Written book reports must be written in paragraph form using complete sentences. The student will be held accountable for grammar, spelling, and legibility.  Written reports may by typed or hand written.

ORAL PRESENTATION
Students will choose from a list of seven oral presentation choices.  Students are only allowed to use each oral presentation choice ONCE for each book report project.  If students prefer to present their book report in a way that is not listed in the choices, they are welcome to show the idea to the teacher for approval.  At no time will a student simply read their book report aloud to the class for their oral presentation.  Each oral presentation should last 3 - 5 minutes.

**** The following pages include:

* Written book report guideline

* Oral Presentation Choices

* Teacher’s rubric for grading the written report and oral presentation

* Book Report Due Dates

WRITTEN REPORT GUIDE

The following information must be included in your report.  Each Roman numeral should be a separate paragraph.  DO NOT INCLUDE ROMAN NUMERALS IN YOUR PARAGRAPHS. 

I.   Basic Facts
This paragraph should contain the title, author, illustrator (if applicable), publisher, copyright date, and genre.

II.  Summary
This paragraph should briefly summarize the book.  It should include the setting.

III.  Main character(s)
This paragraph should describe the main character(s) of the book.  Personality, character traits, physical description and major accomplishments should also be included.

IV.  Reflections and recommendations
This paragraph should describe your favorite part in the book.  You might even write about what you would change about the book.  Finally, give your recommendation for this book.  Support your opinion, whether positive or negative with details from the book.

ORAL PRESENTATION OPTIONS
** Each activity may be used only once**

1. Prepare an oral book report, using a poster as your visual.  Be sure to practice in front of a mirror or family several times before presenting in class.

2. Create a mobile using items (actual things or models) of items related to your book.  Do not draw or cut out pictures for this activity.
3. Construct a book float or shadow box depicting a scene in your book.  This can be done by using a shoe box, shoe box top, or other items that can be decorated.

4. Prepare a “Breaking News” report.  You become the reporter delivering a live report form a scene in your book.  Remember, you should practice at home before your class presentation.

5. Interview the author of your book by writing a script that you can present with someone else.

6. Draw a sequential, colorful cartoon strip that illustrates a series of events in your book.  Your project should contain at least 3-5 panels and have captions or speech bubbles to let viewers connect with the action.

7. Make a scrapbook consisting of items that you think one of the characters would have collected during his/her adventures.  Be sure each page has a written description of the item explaining its importance to the story.

GOT ANOTHER IDEA?  I’m all ears!  If you have an alternative idea, please check with me BEFORE you get started to get permission.

DUE DATES
(One per nine week period)

November 1st

January 22nd

March 28th

May 23rd

Each project should be from a different genre.  Novels should be at a 4th grade reading level or above and something you should not have read before.  For each day a book report project is late, students will lose five (5) points which will be reflected in their final project grade.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Melanie Poling at mwpoling@henrico.k12.va.us .

